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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th December 2015 at 7.30pm in the Meeting 
Room, The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:   Cllrs:  M Telling (Chairman), A Allen (Vice-Chairman),  

S Berlyn (ex officio), Mrs A Chapman (ex officio), Mrs A Gardiner,  
A Keeler 
 

In Attendance: Mr J Alexander 
   Mr R Cole-Jones (Danbury Society) 
   Mrs H Mayes (Assistant Clerk) 
     Four Members of the Public 
 
113  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Carlin.   
 
114  Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they knew they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda 
and that they must do so at this point, or as soon as they become aware of the 
interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their declaration at the 
appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest is a pecuniary one.  
They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 days 
of the meeting, if they had not previously notified the Monitoring Officer about it.  
Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time.   
 
No interests were declared 
 
115  Public Question Time (15 minutes allocated) 
Three members of the public had attended to give an introduction to a proposed 
development at Old Chase Farm.   
 
A fourth member of the public had attended to speak about his planning application 
15/01867/FUL (Silverdale) and he spoke briefly about the site and the proposed 
plans.  He advised that he had spoken with his neighbours and as far as he was 
aware there were no objections.    
 
A presentation was then given by a representative from Green Planning Studio who 
explained that there was an intention to submit an outline planning application for the 
site at Old Chase Farm.  A newsletter had been sent to around 300 residents located 
within one kilometre of the site and a copy of this was circulated to the Committee.  
The application was for 59 dwellings and a shop.  They were waiting for feedback 
from the public and would be likely to submit an application early in 2016.   
 
The site was a brownfield site which was currently used for container storage and 
distribution hub.  At present there were one hundred containers on the site.  The 
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landowner would prefer to develop the site but if this was not viable the storage 
could be increased to three hundred with double and triple stacking of containers.   
 
The developer felt that the area would benefit from the proposal as it would improve 
the visual impact and reduce the amount of traffic by 50%.  There would be a net 
benefit to the community and the environment.  The development would be an 
improvement on the current use of the site and would improve the biodiversity of the 
area.   
 
There would be 35% affordable housing on the site (22 properties).  The exact 
nature of this would be determined through Chelmsford City Council once a full 
application was submitted.  The houses would be two, three, four and five 
bedroomed.  There would be a path from the development leading to Hyde Lane to 
enable residents to access the village safely.   
 
Members were concerned about the increase to traffic through Danbury.  Eves 
Corner was already expected to reach saturation point by 2026.  The developer 
explained that Highways had already scoped it and it was unlikely that they would 
object.   
 
Members asked who owned the land adjacent to the site as the plans appeared to 
show potential for further development in this area.  The landowner confirmed that 
this land also belonged to him but that this would not be classed as brownfield and at 
the present time it would be left as it was.  It was possible that changes in 
government policy could make it easier to develop in the future.   
 
Questions were also raised regarding drainage on the site.  There would be 
underground pipes draining to the pond and reed beds, leading to a soakaway.  
There were no flooding issues at present and there would be less concrete once the 
development was built enabling water to drain.   
 
Members asked about the parking provision for each house.  There would be a 
minimum of two spaces per house which would be greater in the larger properties.   
 
The Committee thanked the developers for attending the meeting prior to putting in 
the application to explain their proposals.   
 
Three members of the public left the meeting at 8.10pm.   
 
116  Minutes  
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 16th November 2015 were 
approved and signed as a correct record.   
 
117  Planning Applications – Appendix A 
117.1  Two applications were considered and responses agreed.  
RESOLVED:  that the responses to the planning applications in appendix A be 
submitted to Chelmsford City Council, and that these applications did not need to be 
referred to the local Ward Members.   
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117.2  Members considered the following two outline applications which were 
outside the Parish but had been notified to the Council:   
 
117.2.1  15/01843/OUT (Horseshoe Farm, Main Road, Bicknacre)  Outline 
application for residential development of up to 110 dwellings, land for medical 
facilities, open space, landscaping, ancillary infrastructure and means of 
access. (All matters reserved except access). 
 
Members agreed that the following response be sent to Chelmsford City Council for 
application 15/01843/OUT 
 
We support any objections from Woodham Ferrers and Bicknacre Parish Council 
and we also strongly object to the wider traffic generated and the impact on the 
safety of Woodhill Road, White Elm Road and the very narrow roads in and around 
our village.   
 
117.2.2  15/01900/OUT (Chamberlains Farm, Sporhams Lane, Sandon)  
Demolition of existing commercial storage buildings, re-provision of 
horticultural buildings, re-provision of existing dwelling and erection of 4no. 
new residential dwellings. 
 
Members agreed that the following response be sent to Chelmsford City Council for 
application 15/01900/OUT.   
 
Danbury Parish Council would support any objections raised by Sandon Parish 
Council.  This will degrade the visual appearance of the protected lane and its 
amenity value.  It is assumed that the traffic forecast is accurate and the commercial 
use will cease.   
RESOLVED:  that that the responses to the two planning applications above be 
submitted to Chelmsford City Council, 
 
118  Planning decisions – Appendix B 
Seven planning decisions were received.   
RESOLVED:  to note the decisions shown in Appendix B.   
 
119  Trees 
119.1  Tree Applications – Appendix C 
Four tree applications were considered and responses agreed.   
RESOLVED:  that the responses in Appendix C be submitted to Chelmsford City 
Council.   
119.2  Tree Planting Grant 
There were no further updates.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
120  Planning Appeal - May Farm, East Hanningfield Road, Sandon 
There were no further updates.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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121  CCC Planning Committee 
A meeting was to be held on 15th December 2015 (no items for Danbury).  The next 
meeting would be held on 25th January 2016.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
122  Parish Council Forum 
CCC held a Parish Council Forum on 8th December 2015 which was attended by 
Cllrs Berlyn and Telling.  The following points were discussed.   
 
The Danbury Planning Framework would expire when CCC’s current plan expires.  
At this point the Parish Council could either submit a reviewed DPF for adoption or 
produce a Neighbourhood Plan.   
 
Pre-application advice was being more frequently sought from CCC.  It was 
suggested that it would be useful for Parish Council’s to be given copies of the 
advice.  This would be looked at to see if it was possible.   
 
Infill development was now acceptable and it was now easier for agricultural 
buildings to be converted to residential dwellings.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
123  Chelmsford Local Plan 2021 – 2036 
The consultation started on the 19th November 2015 and would run until 21st January 
2016.  Members had previously been provided with summary documents and a list of 
exhibitions across the Chelmsford District.  The full documents were available on 
Chelmsford City Councils website, in Danbury Library and also at the Parish Council 
office.  An exhibition had been held and a further one was due to take place on 5th 
January at Danbury Village Hall between 6pm and 8pm.   
 
It was advised that an Extraordinary Parish Council meeting would be held at 7pm 
(prior to the Planning Committee to start at 8pm) on 18th January 2016 for Members 
to agree comments to be sent to CCC from the Parish Council.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
124  Neighbourhood Plan  
The RCCE had offered to visit the Parish Council to give a briefing on 
Neighbourhood Plans.  This would take place on Monday 11th January at 11am at 
the Parish Office.  A presentation would be given and there would be an opportunity 
for questions and discussion.  An article from the CPRE Magazine regarding 
Neighbourhood Plans was circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
125  Neighbouring Parishes 
125.1  Planning Applications 
Information was circulated from Little Baddow Parish Council.  There were no 
updates available from Sandon and Woodham Ferrers & Bicknacre Parish Council.   
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125.2  Old Chase Farm 
The Clerk at Woodham Ferrers and Bicknacre had forwarded a copy of a newsletter 
delivered to residents relating to development at Old Chase Farm.  This had already 
been discussed in public question time (minute 115).     
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
126  Street Naming & Numbering 
Notification had been received with the postal address for the new Medical Centre 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
127  Planning Enforcement  
127.1  CCC Enforcement Record:  An update had been circulated.   
127.2  Teak Furniture Signs/Village Hall:  Cllr Mrs Gardiner advised that it 
appeared that the Teak Furniture sales would no longer be held in Danbury as the 
Village Hall had been unable to contact them.  This would resolve the matter of their 
signs but Cllr Allen was concerned that this could be an ongoing issue with other 
hirers and the Village Hall should enforce any conditions they set.  Cllr Berlyn felt it 
was a difficult situation for the hall as they were trying to remain financially viable and 
they did not have any enforcement powers.  This issue would be discussed again if 
any problems occurred in the future.   
127.3  Enforcement Matters:  Cllr Allen reported that the large Christmas Tree 
sales banners in the layby on the A414 towards Sandon had been removed although 
the smaller signs remained.     
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
128  Planning matters for report (for information only) 
The following matters were reported.  

 Building work was taking place at the Old Bakery, Penny Royal Road.  
Members confirmed that a planning application had been approved for this 
property.     

 There was a query on the Local Plan leaflet sent out with the Danbury Times 
regarding the closing date for comments but this was found on the bottom of 
the flyer.   

 There will be a £250 release fee for unauthorised parking at Stratford House.   
 
129  Forthcoming meetings 2016 

Meetings were scheduled for 18th January 2016 (8pm start due to Extraordinary 

Parish Council), 29th February, 14th March, 4th April.    

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25 pm.    

 

Cllr Telling 

Chairman 

 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 
Signed          Date 



DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee Agenda:  14th December 2015 

Appendix A 
Planning Applications 

 
Ref no Property Street 

name 
Proposal Committee date Comments 

15/01867/FUL 
 

Silverdale Riffhams 
Lane 

Front and rear two storey 
extensions and single storey rear 
extension, alterations to the 
existing windows and the insertion 
of new first floor side windows. 
 

14/12/15 No comments 

15/01946/FUL 
 

Brooklands Southwood 
Chase 

Proposed two storey extension and 
alterations to existing detached 
bungalow to form new lower 
ground floor accommodation to 
rear of existing dwelling. Front 
porch. Alterations to fenestration. 

14/12/15 No comments 

 
 



DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee Agenda:  14th   December 2015 

Appendix B 
Planning Decisions 

Ref no Property Street 
name 

Proposal Comm 
date 

Comments Dec'n & 
Date 

15/01125/FUL Little 
Heyrons 

Cherry 
Garden 
Lane 

Double cart lodge and 
log store 

07/09/15 No comments other than replacement trees should be 
planted where necessary 

Approved 
13/11/15 

15/01683/FUL 46 Danbury 
Vale 

Single storey rear 
extension 

19/10/15 No comments Approved 
01/12/15 

15/01468/FUL Land rear of 
40 

Pedlars 
Path 

Demolition of the existing 
garage. The construction 
of a single storey 
dwelling. 

19/10/15 We strongly object to this backland development (DPF 
9, 10, 11).  It is out of keeping with the local built 
environment.  The proposed development has no road 
frontage and, if approved, would set an unacceptable 
precedent.   

Approved 
19/11/15 

15/01561/FUL South 
Riding 

Tyndales 
Lane 

Change of use of 
domestic workshop to 
kennels for canine day 
care and associated new 
exercise run (revised 
application) 

19/10/15 We object to the proposal for development on the basis 
that it will cause unacceptable noise with the potential 
for 10.5 hours of dog barking and introduce 
unacceptable levels of lighting during the darker months 
(see DPF's 38, 40 and 41).  We believe that DC4 is 
severely compromised due to the loss of neighbour 
amenity consequent on the potential for extended 
periods of dog barking.   

Approved 
18/11/15 

15/01338/FUL Danbury 
Outdoors 

Well Lane Installation of 
emergency/ safe egress 
lighting units to high rise 
ropes course 

19/10/15 We note that the hours of operation are given as 9am to 
9pm but that the lighting would not be used during the 
hours of darkness, but also that the lighting would be 
used to facilitate the last egress.  Therefore it will be 
used during the hours of darkness.  A condition should 
be rigorously imposed allowing usage only in 
emergencies and not to facilitate egress.  We would not 
expect the facilities to be used beyond the hours of 
dusk.   

Approved 
17/11/15 

15/01366/FUL Brooks Bros 
Timber 
Yard 

Twitty Fee Extension to existing 
office, single storey to 
form kitchen and 
additional toilets 

19/10/15 No comments Approved 
10/11/15 



 

Ref no Property Street 
name 

Proposal Comm 
date 

Comments Dec'n & 
Date 

15/01695/ADV 68 Maldon 
Road 

Assortment of illuminated 
and non-illuminated 
advertisement including 
3 illuminated wave signs, 
3 non-illuminated koala 
signs and 6 non-
illuminated number 
signs. 

16/11/15 No comments other than please ensure the new signs 
are not greater in volume that the existing ones.   

Approved 
08/12/15 



 

 
DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee Agenda:  14th December 2015 

Appendix C 
Works to Trees 

Ref no Property Street 
name 

Proposal Planning Ctte date Comments 

15/05270/TPO 34 Barley Mead T8 Oak - rear garden - crown reduction by 
3m cutting to suitable growing points and 
leaving natural profile; lightly thin remaining 
crown where necessary and clean out dead 
wood. Reason: management. 

14/12/2015 No comments 

15/05643/CAT 8 Main Road Sycamore - on the boundary between Oasis 
Dental - overall crown reduction of 3m with a 
crown lift by the removal of the lowest 3 
laterals. To alleviate overhang to car park 
area and building 

14/12/2015 No comments 

15/05261/TPO 5 Highfield 
Close 

T1 Oak - crown reduction by 2.0 - 2.5m, 
cutting to suitable growing points; reduce 
lateral branches over 26 St Cleres Way to 
fence line; remove significant deadwood 
greater than 50mm diameter. 

14/12/2015 No comments 

15/05277/TPO 36 Hopping 
Jacks Lane 

T5 Whitebeam died 2014/15 winter (planted 
2008); T6 Hornbeam - crown lift to 1.2 from 
ground level and bi-lateral reduction to make 
fortigiate to enable meadow to grow 
underneath. Crown thin oaks on an ongoing 
basis every 3 years (oaks in G1) for a 
management period of 9 years; difficulty of 
oak T2 and adjacent young with service in 
G1 growing into other - pollard to allow wild 
service to grow to full potential. 

14/12/2015 No comments 

 


